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His Excellency Dr. Mahamudu Bawumia, Vice President of the Republic
of Ghana;
Excellencies;
Officials of the Ghanaian Government present;
Officials of the University of Ghana, Legon;
Special invited Guests;
Officials and members of U.N. Women and other International
Organizations present;
Sponsors and Partners of this Summit;
Officials and members of Academia;
Officials and members of Youth organizations;
Distinguished Youth Leaders;
Members of the Fourth Estate;
Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen:
I greet each of you this morning with the Love of God.
I am grateful that the Almighty God has granted my Delegation and I, the
opportunity to arrive here safely in this beautiful City of Accra.
To God alone be the Glory, for Great things he has done; and greater things he
will continue to do.
AMEN
It is always a pleasure to have the opportunity to not only visit Accra; one of my
favorite cities in West Africa; but to be a part of ongoing discussions which deal
with issues surrounding the upliftment of the heart and soul of our beloved
Continent; and how each of us, especially the youthful generation, can
contribute in a meaningful way to its holistic development.
Permit me before I begin my assigned role here today, to extend my deep
gratitude firstly to the Ghanaian Government for the diplomatic courtesies
normally extended to me. I am truly grateful.
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And, secondly, to express my appreciation to the Founders and Organizers of
RESET GLOBAL PEOPLE; for the invitation extended me to be a part of the 2019
GLOBAL SDG’s YOUTH SUMMIT, being held here in Accra.
I look forward to an enlightened experience over the next few days, as we
together consider ways and means through which all of us can contribute
meaningfully to the development of our beloved Nations; through the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals for a more equitable World.
Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies, Gentlemen and our Youth Leaders;
The requested topic for my presentation is : EQUIPPING YOUNG PEOPLE FOR
DEVELOPMENT- A PATHWAY TO ACHIEVING THE SDG’s.
This topic is relevant and timely as we consider mounting issues of dire poverty,
underdevelopment, inequities in socio-economic and political spheres,
insecurities, environmental degradation, gender, unemployment, inequalities,
lack of basic services, disenchanted youth, hopelessness and restlessness all
around, religious intolerance, violence extremism; and other prevailing issues in
our region and the World at large.
Ours is the task, to together discuss the WAY FORWARD, IN SPITE ALL
CHALLENGES. Thankfully, it has been repeated many times, and I can safely
repeat from the Holy Bible as stated in
Ecclesiastics - CH 1: verse 9. - “THE THING THAT HATH BEEN, IT IS THAT
WHICH SHALL BE; AND THAT WHICH IS DONE IS THAT WHICH SHALL BE
DONE; AND THERE IS NO NEW THING UNDER THE SUN. “
This is our reassurance that in spite of what we see - ALL THINGS ARE
POSSIBLE, IF WE ONLY BELIEVE.
Permit me then to simplify the topic at hand through consideration of THREE
ISSUES. It is my prayer, that at the end of my presentation, you will believe in
your God given ability to change your World for the better; and as the song
writer says - GO LIGHT YOUR WORLD.
The First Issue for consideration is:
“WHY IS THERE A NEED FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SDG’s?”
I am of the opinion that the Sustainable Development Goals encompass an
audacious, forward looking and more equitable agenda, not for just a few, but
for all.
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Its paradigm forces all segments of the World’s population to stop where they
are, look around and actually see what is happening to others. It shows the
need for collectivism and espouses the concept of working for the greater good.
In addition, it’s Agenda compels all actors to rethink the way we live and
interact one with another; thereby acknowledging that all of our actions and
inactions can become causes of great harm or for great good.
It is these and other reasons which have led the entire world to believe that
implementing the SDG’s 2030 Agenda requires not only a totally new mindset;
but the realization that there are strong linkages between socio-economic,
political and environmental realities and the policies of building stronger and
resilient communities and families through the Public Policy of Good
Governance, Accountability, Equality and Accessibility amongst others.
There is now a generally acceptable framework amongst all stakeholders, that in
order for Nations and communities and families and individuals to achieve their
desires and hopes for a better future; there needs to be a radical paradigm
shift; which must include all actors.
If we consider the different actors and the percentages of their contributions
which would allow for rapid transformation; the one segment which has the
greatest potential is the YOUTH SEGMENT.
As a result, there is now, more than ever before, the need to inspire current and
future youth leaders to accept this responsibility, understand the impact this
new phenomenon will have on both their present and future; create new
synergies for achieving same and equipping them with the knowledge to ensure
that this new paradigm becomes a reality, that is mutually beneficial for all.
The Second Issue for consideration is:
WHY DO WE NEED THE YOUTH IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE SDG’S FOR A
MORE VIABLE AND EQUITABLE SOCIETY?
I believe that the answer to this issue is already known; but allow me to simply
state the one clear reason is because THE FUTURE IS ABOUT YOU AND THE
FUTURE IS YOU.
Today, young people face considerable challenges in creating the future of their
dreams; regardless of where they live. In high-income economies, the prospects
for young people continue to decline; and there are significant concerns for their
accessibility in the labor market, the future of their financial security and the
possibility that the current environment will allow them a good quality of life,
amongst many other issues.
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When one looks on the other side of the coin, the situation is even far worse for
young people in low-income and undeveloped countries. Where many have no
job opportunities, many live in dire poverty without the means to access basic
services, where others are involved in informal and unrecorded employment –
something the International Labor Organization (ILO) describes as sporadic,
poorly paid, often times illegal job activities; with many falling outside the
protection of the legal system amongst other dire situations.
If the SDG’s are about Youth and for Youth, the situation previously alluded to
must be addressed. I hope you will agree with me, that in order to solve these
many challenges, needs a new paradigm. After many years of consultations
amongst all stakeholders, including the youth, it has been agreed that the SDG’s
are the best alternatives; as they seek to, amongst others:
➢End poverty in all its forms everywhere
➢ Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all ages
➢Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
➢ Achieve gender equality and empowerment for all women and
girls
➢Promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth
➢ Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
➢Promote peaceful and inclusive societies.
If one considers the positive changes needed, it is quick to see that all of the
changes needed, affect the greatest segment of our population more. That
segment being the YOUTH. In tying these ends together, we can all agree that If
the future the YOUTH seek in order to live the World of their dreams is to
become a reality, then each of you must use your energies, visions, talents and
knowledge to create synergies which would eradicate poverty and reduce
inequalities globally; thereby creating synergies which bring about systemic
change and break enduring cycles of poverty to ensure that NO ONE IS LEFT
BEHIND.
The Third and last Issue being:
HOW CAN YOUNG PEOPLE BE EQUIPPED WITH THE RELEVANT SKILLS AND
EXPERTISE NEEDED TO DEVELOP THEIR NATIONS, UNDER EQUITABLE
STANDARDS OF THE SDG’s?
As is evident, the answer to this third Issue, finds manifestation in the previous
two. The vital role of our youth in these emerging times is indisputable. It thus
behooves all YOUTH from every corner of the world, especially on the African
continent, to do a few simple things.
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Create a shared vision of what kind of world they want to live in
Believe that it is possible
Draw up the plans with which this vision can be realized
Equip themselves with the knowledge, innovation and tools needed to be
change agents
5. Step UP, Be Counted, Take Charge and GO TO WORK, at all levels
6. BE THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE.
These truths may seem simple and easy to do, but I am a witness that social
change and redirection is a Herculean task; most often accompanied by the
sacrifices of BLOOD, SWEAT, AGONY, and TEARS. But there is no other way to
achieve the success you crave and the better world we all seek. It can only be
achieved if EACH OF YOU IS DETERMINED THAT IN SPITE OF CHALLENGES, YOU
WILL NOT STOP UNTIL EVERY GOAL IS MET.
Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, Youth Leaders,
Participants;
Let me conclude by reminding each of us here today, and by extension those
out in the diaspora, that Achieving the SDGs especially on our continent, will
require strong political will from all segments of our society and it will require
building collective partnerships across socio-economic and political lines.
But this is your charge to keep, for because you make up the largest percentage
of global populations around the world; you are an indispensable part what
needs to be done. The bright side is that as you work to change things around,
you will be the primary beneficiaries who will inherit the world of tomorrow.
Hence you are the only drivers for the transformational changes which are
needed to actually change the status quo instead of just talking about changing
the status quo.
We must accept that the challenges being faced by our World are great – and
they can seem daunting; thankfully we have all agreed that the solutions to
them lie in the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Thus each of you can
make a difference by contributing to building the better world we each seek.
Critical to making that difference is your additional role as drivers of inclusive
and sustainable development.
By sharpening your vision, gaining the relevant understanding and knowledge;
stepping up to be counted, rolling up your sleeves, working together and
building frameworks and synergies for achieving the SDG goals, and
implementing global processes which drive progress; we can achieve the vision
of the 2030 Agenda FOR A WORLD WHERE NO ONE IS LEFT BEHIND and where
we achieve human development progress within the boundaries of nature.
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Already this is being done in many advanced parts of our World. It seems that it
is only here, on the African Continent where the stark realities and
overwhelming need for change are still on the shelves, for we have not yet in
holistic and collective ways become full collective partners and key drivers for
the transformation we urgently need.
But let me tell, you a secret; that as I stand here this morning, all I can hear
reverberating in my ears are the voices of our fore fathers; calling out to this
generation. There are words being echoed in the voices of:
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who said and I quote: “Every man must decide
whether he will walk in the light of creative altruism or in the darkness
of destructive selfishness.”
Osagyefu Kwame Nkrumah, who said and I quote: “African Liberation and
development requires clear vision, study, work, and unity, guided by our
history. It requires every African, especially those at home to do their
part.”
Marcus Garvey who said and I quote: “All of us may not live to see the
higher accomplishment of an African Empire - so strong and powerful,
as to compel the respect of mankind, but we in our life-time can so work
and act as to make the dream a possibility within another generation."
Kofi Annan who said and I quote: “To live is to choose. But to choose well,
you must know who you are and what you stand for, where you want to
go and why you want to get there.”
And Madiba Nelson Mandela who said and I quote: “Everyone can rise above
their circumstances and achieve success if they are dedicated to and
passionate about what they do.”
…and many, many more....which cry out of the darkness to this generation. Can
you not hear them also???
Each of these great Statesmen in their lives stood out and stood up; making
their lives and voices count. It is now your turn to remember the dreams of our
forefathers; for they are still relevant but yet unfulfilled; to soak their words in
your hearts and minds; and to understand that if we must achieve our collective
dreams and aspiration as a people; YOU HAVE NO OTHER CHOICE, BUT TO
BECOME FULLY ENGAGED IN THESE PROCESSES; FOR DESTINY CALLS OUT TO
EACH OF YOU - TO STEP OUT AND STEP UP.
It has been a rare privilege to have been given such a platform to add my words
at this Global Youth Summit; for which I am truly humbled. I thank you.

6

